
patience • amynedd
colli rheolaeth • loss of control

living in the present • byw yn y presennol
trugaredd • compassion

gratitude • diolchgarwch
gostyngeiddrwydd • humility

trust in God • ymddiried yn Nuw

I nternational travel may seem out of reach 
this spring, but St. James (Anglican 

Diocese of Niagara in Ontario, Canada) and 
Bro Celynnin (Anglican Diocese of Bangor in 
North Wales) are hosting the exchange, 
armchair journey of a lifetime! 

Join us and deepen your Lenten experience 
by sparking some new friendships, hearing 
some stories from across the seas, and 
sharing in prayer and study together!

LENT 2021

email      5churchinfo@gmail.com    for the Zoom link

Every Tuesday 16th February to 30th March

(UK time)3 - 4:30pm



Bro Celynnin is a parish of the Anglican Diocese of 
Bangor in North Wales, UK. It stretches from the 
medieval walled town of Conwy down through the 

rural communities of the picturesque Conwy Valley. Its five 
medieval church buildings range from St Mary’s Conwy 
(the site of the 12th century Cistercian Aberconwy Abbey) to 
the remote, ancient hilltop holy site of Llangelynnin, 900 
feet above the nearest village. But, of course, the ‘church’ is 
its people, and although many have been born and brought 
up here, there are equal numbers who have been drawn to the beauty and sense of community of this place. 
Conwy town itself has a population of just over 4,000 but it is set within a wider conurbation of nearer 
15,000. The town, and the valley as a gateway to the Snowdonia Massif, is a major draw for tourists so the 
pandemic has brought a somewhat calmer atmosphere. We have missed the giving and receiving of 
hospitality very much, physically meeting for worship, our large events like the Classical Music Festival and 
the teamwork of an army of volunteers who welcome visitors to our buildings. But digital ministry, through 
daily reflections in the first few months, videos, and zoom groups have extended and deepened our 
connections. We have had to be more creative in the way we deliver schoolwork, attend to the needs of local 
families who are struggling, and those who are isolated and not on-line.

Rev’d David Parry has been our Vicar for nearly five years, when he moved to the Church in Wales and our 
parish was formed. He comes from a social work background, but over 25 years ago he was called to 
ordained ministry and became an Anglican priest in the Church of England. For 11 years David was 
Liverpool Diocese's Director of Ordinands, helping hundreds of people to explore a possible vocation to full-
time Christian ministry. At the same time he was the vicar of two multi-cultural parishes alongside the River 
Mersey. He has also served as an Area Dean and an honorary chaplain among deaf people. David loves 
running and supporting Everton Football Club.

Rev’d Eryl Parry was ordained as a Pioneer Priest by the Bishop of Bangor in 2020 – because of the 
pandemic, in our own Llangelynnin Old Church where she had begun ‘Celtic Prayer and Praise’ – and was 
delighted to be wearing walking boots under her cassock! The main focus of Eryl's ministry is seeking new 
ways to connect with people who are not part of gathered church life. She is a Trustee of the Bardsey Island 
Trust (a tiny island with a history of pilgrimage and amazing wildlife), where she is also a Chaplain. She 
describes herself as a ‘Welsh Scouser,’ having been brought up in a Welsh speaking family in Liverpool, and 
has had previous careers in retail management around the UK, then 20 years in Liverpool’s vibrant tourism 
and event sector. She loves walking and music. David and Eryl have two daughters – one at University in 
Edinburgh and the other working in Zambia.

The Community of St. James is an Anglican parish located in Fergus, Ontario, Canada (The Anglican 
Diocese of Niagara). Fergus is the largest community in Centre Wellington and boasts a booming 
population of 21,000 and growing. The first settlers to this area were freed slaves, who formed what 

was known as the Pierpoint Settlement, named after their leader, Richard Pierpoint, a United Empire Loyalist 
originally from Bondou, Senegal in Africa. Another settlement was founded nearby in 1833 and was first 
called Little Falls because of the scenic water falls. The primary developers were Adam Fergusson and James 
Webster, who had purchased 7,000 acres of land. Only Scots could purchase village lots! James Wilson arrived 
in 1855 and opened oatmeal, flour, saw, and woolen mills. They and other Scots living in the settlement 
established a booming economy using the waterfalls on the Grand River to power local industry. They built 
solid stone houses, factories and other buildings which still characterize Fergus. In addition to Scots, the 
other settlers in this area were Irish or freed slaves from the U.S. In 1858, the settlement was incorporated as a 
village called Fergus in honour of Adam Fergusson. Our parish church sits on the banks of the Grand River, 
hosting a butterfly garden that is home to hundreds of beautiful perennials — a gorgeous backdrop for 
weddings and other celebrations throughout the summer months. The parish is also within the Haldimand 
Tract, a section of land gifted to Six Nations Indigenous for siding with the British during the American 
Revolutionary War. The Tract encompasses six miles (10 km) on either side of the Grand River, extending 
from its source to its mouth at Lake Erie. Flowing water is holy in Indigenous culture and whenever we 
gather, we offer acknowledgement and thanks, and renew our commitment to good stewardship of the land 

for which we have been charged to care.

Rev’d Ann Turner was ordained to the order of deacons in 2003 and worked in 
inner-city and street ministries for over a decade, both in Ontario and British 
Columbia. In 2016, after much discernment, she answered God’s call to become 
a priest. Her graduate studies explored different ways of being church and 
community. Ann is a musician, a lover of big dogs and small cars, passionate 
about justice, and — quite uniquely — a contemplative extrovert!


